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LOCATION:

Union Carbid.e Corporation proposes to develop an underground., random
room-and-pilJ-ar, single vertieal shaft entry ura^nir:m nine 3.2 niles west of
La SaI, Utah. fhe mine facilities wi].l be locatetl in an area previously
d.isturbecl by a gravel operation.

SOILS AND GEOTOGY:

Ore will be mined. from the Salt Wash Member of the Morrison Fo::mation
six to nine hr:nd.retl feet below the surface.

Soil-s at the site have been removecl by the previous gravel operation.

ITTDROLOGY:

There are no perennial stree.ns irnrnetliately ad.Jacent to the mine site.
An ephemeral channel, however, does run ad.Jaeent to the site antl may be used
as a waste-rock disposal site. If tbis is done, the channel w'i11 be d.iverbed
a.ntl the dr.rnp protected fron erosion.

Groundwater occurs in the surficial gravel al1uvium and the inned.iately
unclerlying Dakota Sandstone and Burro Canyon For"nation. The single vertieal
shaft entry ri11 be concrete linett antl if groundwater is eneounterecl d.uring
the tlrilling of vent holes grout tril-l be usecl.

ECOLOGY:

The rine site is located in the Sagebrush-Native Grass comunity. Pinion
a^nd. Juniper occurs in patches.

Because the nine site is ad.Jacent to a weJ-l used highway inpeets on w'ilcl-
life shoul-tl be minimal.

STRUCTURES AND FACILITIES:

Proposed. Structures and. FaciLities inelucle the fol]-oving:

a. One single concrete-Iinecl vertical shaft entry.

b. A seven foot clianeter venthole to serve as atl eseapeway.
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c. 5 actctltionaL ventholes.

di. A waste-rock ctunp.

e. Approximatery l+800 feet of acceas roads.

f . Unclete:mined ar.mber of bullclings such as a hoist-bouse t
shop, ancl offices.

MINTNG AITD RECI,AMAITION i

ErcLosed is a copy of Union Carbitlerg narrative coneeralng thelr ldlnlng
ancl Recla.matLon Pl-an.

]MPACTS:

lfhe mine fecl]-itles Ehould have mlner lmpaets on the envlronmeut. Ehe'
Recla,natlon PLan wil-l eJ.imlnate safety hazards a^nct nininize vLsuaL and envlr-
ormental- lmpacts.

A gror:ndwater pillatLon problem was S.nvestl.gatecl ln tbe past that may
have beea eaused by Unlon CarbLdere tlrLJ.l-lag. Soap aacl oil rrere reportecl ln
the weLL rater of a l-ocal resLdlent. [he problem no longer exLgts.

ll'he La Sal-SnovbaLl MLne is slmilar to the propoaecl Eecla Mlne antl lt ts
located near the Torrn of La SaL. ftrere bave been no lmpacts reportetl to thls
DLvLslon frou the nine.

ST'R TY ESTI}'TATE:

Surety bas not yet been eEtimatecl.
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MINING PLAN

The uranium ore

Formation six to.nine

in a sound technical

pillar technique.

HECLA SHAFT

occurs in the Salt I'lash sandstone member of the l4orrison

hundred feet below the surface. Mining will be conducted

and orudent miner-like fashion utilizino a random-room and

A single concrete-lined shaft entry is proposed in the NEk of Section 5,

T29S-R24E for 1979. Development headings wi.ll then be driven to the east and

to the west. .A seven foot diarneter venthole will be drilled and lined in l9B0

to serve also as a second escapeway. At least five or more ventholes 5, 7, or 8
:

feet in diameter are anticipated during the life of the mjne. (see Ftgure 5)

The shaft site and main anci'l1ary facilities will be located in an abandoned

grave) pit. Some earth moving wi'11 be necessary to accornodate the construction

of these surface facilities. Since the surface is alread-v disturbed very little
vegetation or topsoil will be affected. However, topsoil will be stock piled and

stabilized vthere practical in these and future construction operations.

!,laste rock generated from mine development will consist of sandstone and

mudstones and will be deposited in the old gravel pit workings to the east. When

this area is filled, mine waste will be deposited to the south of the shaft fo1'lowing

a naiural depression to the southurest. llhere practical topsoil affected by site

expansion wil I be sa'lvaged and stock pi1ed.

I'lormal "over the edge" waste dumoing rvi1l tend to naturally

materials r.rith the'larger rock materjals rolling to the bottom,

draining waste pi'le r'rith an observed angle of repose of 35 deg.

indicates that slope stability should not be a problem.

The vraste rock is expected to be similar to that of the La

Testing by Colorado State University found the La Sal - Snorvball

sort the waste

thus forming a free

Past experience

Sa l - Snorvba l'l .

rni ne was tes to



-2-

be capable of supporting salt tolerant vegetation, with a ph of 7.8 and to be

low only in phosphous with the trace elements present.

There are no natural water bodies in the area other than epherneral drainage

channels. Some ditchipg may be necessary to reroute a meandering'drainage

channel around the proposed waste dump in the old pit area east of tlre shaft.

The shaft site is located a few hundred feet away from Utah Highway 46 and

will be serviced by rebuilding the existing pit access road. Some access roads

may be qonstructed or rebuilt to iervice future ventilation sites. AII roads

built or modified will be constructed so as to insure proper drainage and erosion

control.



HECLA SHAFT

RECLAMATION

Upon final abandonment of the mine, surface debris, scrap retal, discarded

wood and other materials will be buried or removed from the site. The headframe,

buildings and other.surface facilities will be dismantled and removed. The

shaft and ventilation holes rvill be sealed with suitable concrete-stee] covers

to prevent accidental or unauthorized entry.

Dumps, pads, and other disturbed areas will be stabilized. Stabilization

will consist of rounding of the outer edges of the dumps and pads, reducing the

slope of vtaste rock faces and regrading of drainage contours on the affected

areas. Topsoil and overburden will be spread back over these areas where oossible.

Roads wi:ll be graded to match the existing topography.

Cornoacted surfaces will be scarified, and seeded as recommended and then

drag covered. Seeding vrill preferably take p'lace in the fall. At present there

are no plans for the addition of a fertilizer. Howeye.r, should revegetation

tests prove soil amendments s'ignificantiy helpfu'l in establishing vegetation,

then amendments and other proven surface techniques will be employed.


